
 Britain Germany France 
Railways 1804 Richard Trevithick father of steam 

railways.  
1825 George Stephenson built short railways 
with increasingly powerful locomotives.  
1830 first twin track. 
Better steam engines  
Revolution in land communications, more 
advance methods of mounting carts.  
By the end of the 19th century the railway 
system cover the most of the country.  
 

Late 1830 railways appear. Expansion was 
slower than in Britain. Government 
money was focused on developing canal 
and river transport.  
By 1850, both east and west of Germany 
were connected through railways.  
Germany’s central position allowed her 
to trade with other nations.  

Expansion was slower than in Britain. 
Government money was focused on 
developing canal and river transport. 
Railway development started only 
after 1852.  

Politics Government wasn´t involved BUT it allowed 
its development which was significant but by 
no means steady.  

Government involvement helped 
development of rail network.  

Unstable government hindered 
industrial development although it did 
not cancel it.  

Tariffs and 
trade 

Railways opened up new markets. 
Less food shortages and lower prices.   
Early advantage there were no internal tariffs. 
Economic success price of coal dropped 
because railways provided cheaper faster and 
more efficient transport. Capable of carrying 
longer loads. 
1840 railway boom lot of investment, great 
profit, shear on railways.  
Britain’s dense population meant that railways  
played a longer role in the economy, most 
places were close to railways. 

Railways opened up new markets.  
Less food shortages and lower prices.   
System of internal tariffs slowed 
industrialization up to 1834 (coalition of 
18 states), when the Zollverein was 
established.  
By 1850 German economy had been 
transformed. A single currency was 
introduced.  
Geographical location: its railways 
provided meant of trade with other 
nations.  
Population was spread , many regions 
were untouched by the railways. 
 
 

Railways opened up new markets. 
Less food shortages and lower prices.   
Napoleon abolished internal tariffs 
when he became consul.  
 



 


