
In the 1920’s USA was ruled with violence and greed. How far do you agree with this 

statement? 

The Impact of the First World War  left left some American citizens 

devastated(American citizens were not devastated) and some American citizens some 

others in a very good economic position. In the following essay we will analyze how far 

USA the 20’s where ruled with violence and greed. 

The 20’s in the USA represented a key moment of the American success; ½ of the 

population had been benefited. the majority of the classes were benefited. Who were 

those who did not benefit from the boom? The poor-classclass, that was ½ of the 

population, the farmers, the eastern European immigrants, (mention everyone who was 

not benefited from the boom like the people who had been left out without jobs)etc. The 

farmers for example, with the new machinery and fertilizers were able to produce more 

and better products; however, the problem was that they produced too much so they 

faced overproduction. (Furthermore, with the Immigration Act of 1924 the immigrants 

had restricted access to the USA, specially the eastern Europeans who were feared of 

bringing communist ideas to a capitalist country (red scare)).(not relevant in our 

opinion).  

In addition to this, the 20’s in USA also represented violent times due to the fact that 

gangsters took control over the streets selling alcohol illegally. Nevertheless, there were 

a lot of gangs in the USA; they had to fight for territory to sell the illegal alcohol. As a 

result, some gangsters ended up having a major control over some cities, such as Al 

Capone, who arrived in America in 1919 and had Chicago under his control, but was only 

caught after 1931 not for having killed a lot of other gangster and civilians, but for tax-

evasion. 

In conclusion, we would say that, in our opinion, USA was ruled with violence and greed 

except for some specific groups which were part of the lower classes. 

 

Mention the huge gap between rich and poor in the 1st paragraph 



In the second paragraph include discrimination and violence toward black, communists, 

etc.  

It is also important to include a bit more information of greed, speak about speculation, 

prohibition. 

The essay doesn’t include other factors that ruled America in the 20s like the new state 

of mind, the growth in the entertainment industry, the role of women n the 20s, the 

growth of culture and the strong feeling of prosperity.  

All this taken into account we believe this essay’s mark is 7, 50.  

 

 


